
TThe flamboyant French pianist Fran-
çois-René Duchable may be largely un-
known to American audiences (he doesn’t 
like to fly), but in Europe he’s considered 
one of the continent’s two or three lead-
ing pianists. In the 1990s he was named 
France’s “Soloist of the Year” three times 
in a row. He has played concerts on a 
mountaintop and, in each of the past ten 
years, on a raft in the Bay of Talloires 
(with his audience seated in the port). As a 
resident of St.-Jorioz, he is also a devoted 
citizen of the Lac d’Annecy region.

But at the peak of his career in 2003, 
Duchable forsook the world of elegant 
concert halls like Covent Garden and the 
Thêatre du Champs-Elysées with a dra-
matic statement, publicly destroying two 
grand pianos (which he called “an arro-
gant instrument”) and burning his recital 
suit in a protest against the music indus-
try’s elitism. 

“I have had enough of sacrificing 
my life for one per cent of the popula-
tion,” he explained at the time. “I have 
had enough of participating in a musical 
system which, in France at least, functions 
badly and limits classical music to an 
elite.” Duchable vowed instead to perform 
only for his own pleasure. His transfor-

mation inspired the French film Fauteuil 
d’Orchestre, on which he served as an 
adviser.

Duchable scored another idiosyncratic 
milestone on the evening of June 11th— 
the Sunday of the MacJannet Founda-
tion’s meeting— when he performed 
Beethoven’s “Emperor” Piano Concerto 
No. 5 at Le Prieuré with the 40-piece ama-
teur adult orchestra of the Centre Pratique 
Musicale d’Annecy, led by the Centre’s 
director, Henri Murgier. This was a “thank 
you” concert sponsored by Les Amis du 
Prieuré for the Prieuré’s supporters. The 
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On this occasion, 
we are not asking 
for money but 
saying ‘Thank you’ 
to our American 
donors and the 
French government 
for their help in 
preserving the 
Prieuré,

— Jean-Marie Hervé
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Les Amis Du PrieurÉ
Bridging Town and Gown in Talloires

In the course of nearly a thousand years, the 
Prieuré of Talloires has evolved from a religious abbey 
to the campus of a modern American university. Since 
Donald MacJannet’s gift transformed Le Prieuré into 
Tufts European Center in 1978, this ancient structure 
has played an important role in fostering French-
American friendship. Through the Tufts European 
Center, American students from Tufts University come 
to Talloires for  classes and live with nearby families, 
in the process discovering Europe through the prism 
of the Annecy area. But such an approach runs the risk 
of transforming Le Prieuré into an American island 
within Savoie.

Tufts officials were well aware of this danger and 
have long sought to prevent the Prieuré from becom-
ing a closed or isolated place. They are very eager to 
participate in the local life and have opened the build-
ing and its gardens to visitors (individuals and groups 
alike) to convey its special character.

They also welcome, every Monday from May 
through  October, a group of Annecy-area residents, 
called “Les Amis du Prieuré.”  This group was set 
up 25 years ago, with complete approval and support 
from the MacJannets.  Today, in the tradition of of Les 
Entretiens de Talloires, the group is organizing lec-
tures on diverse subjects like art, history, culture and 
society. The subjects as well as the high quality of the 
lecturers and the audience alike, contributes to main-
tain the spirit of the Prieuré. They attract hundreds of 
people from the region every year, providing an op-
portunity to become acquainted with the building and 
its history. (Of course, they also discover that living a 
very modern life in an old building in a not so easy!)

Although Les Amis survives on a shoestring from 
a few gifts and conferences fees, every year it gives 
scholarships to one or two young students from the 

free concert, performed on a stage set up in the 
Prieuré’s entrance garden, was attended by 150 
invited guests from Talloires, Tufts and the Mac-
Jannet Foundation.

“On this occasion, we are not asking for 
money but saying ‘Thank you’ to our American 
donors and the French government for their help 
in preserving the Prieuré,” explained Jean-Marie 
Hervé, a trustee of both Les Amis and the Mac-
Jannet Foundation.

The prime mover behind the concert was an-
other trustee of Les Amis, François Villaume of 
Talloires, a musician and friend of Duchable who 
has also arranged Duchable’s past concerts in the 
Bay of Talloires. ‘I didn’t know the MacJannets,” 
M. Villaume explained to the audience, “but 
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MacJannet Hall: Talloires treasure

The post-concert gathering

Annecy region to attend  sum-
mer English courses at Tufts 
in Medford, Mass. A few other 
students are selected to attend 
Tufts summer English courses at 
Le Prieuré itself. These classes  
give them an opportunity to 
meet with the young American 
students who study French. To 
celebrate its 25th Anniversary, 
“ Les Amis du Prieuré” looked 
for a way to thank Americans for 
maintaining the Prieuré, and the 
Duchable piano concert this past 
June was the result.  

the idea of viewing 
music as a thank-you 
gesture and main-
taining ties through 
music is well in line 
with what they tried 
to undertake.”

As for Duchable 
himself, he preceded 

his performance with a discussion of the concer-
to’s origins and a promise that “I will always be 
involved with Talloires.”

— Dan Rottenberg
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A MAC PLAQUE
Honoring the Foundation’s Founders

The heroic saga of Le Prieuré in Talloires— con-
structed by Benedictine monks a thousand years ago, 
gutted by French revolutionaries circa 1792, restored 
by Donald MacJannet in the 1960s and resurrected as 
Tufts University’s European campus in 1978— is well 
known to the MacJannet community. But the histoire 
hasn’t been adequately preserved for those newcomers 
who enter its halls today. This is a matter of no small 
concern as the MacJannets and their disciples gradu-
ally fade from memory.

One small step toward addressing this concern 
took place at the MacJannet Foundation’s 2006 meet-
ing in June with the unveiling of a plaque outside the 
Prieuré’s ground-floor entrance, bearing this inscrip-
tion:

P
A

X
 E

T
 L

U
XThe simplicity off the message belies the com-

plexities involved in bringing the plaque to fruition. It 
was funded with a generous gift from the MacJannet 
Foundation’s emeritus trustee Cynthia Raymond, who 
had lobbied for such a plaque for several years. Tufts 
European director Gabriella Goldstein and MacJannet 
Foundation trustee Jean-Marie Hervé were instrumen-
tal in shepherding it through to completion.

The mid-day unveiling ceremony was attended by 
an eclectic audience of MacJannetites, Tuftonians and 
Talloireans, including Dr. Jean Favrot, the mayor of 
Talloires, and the mayor of nearby Menthon.

Tufts University European Center
Le Prieuré

Donated to Tufts University
By

Donald and Charlotte MacJannet
1978

The MacJannet Foundation

The plaque, of course, tells only one piece of the 
Prieuré’s story, for the names on the plaque were and 
are merely temporary stewards of a structure that 
existed centuries before the MacJannets and Tufts 
existed and that may well survive long after they have 
been forgotten. But surely this plaque is a step in the 
right direction. 
 
— Dan Rottenberg



P A G E :  4   |   L E S  Ent   R E t I E n S

MacJannet
FOUNDATION

W W W . M A C J A nn  E t . O R G

DASHING DECOR
The tradition and future of MacJannet Honor 
Shields at Le Prieuré.

In an obscure passageway of the Prieuré, visitors 
may notice the Honor Shields that once hung on the 
walls and balcony railings of the main lodge at Camp 
MacJannet. While shields similar to the camp honor 
shields are a common decorative feature of medieval 
buildings,  these honor shields constituted an integral 
part of the MacJannets’ educational system of culti-
vating and encouraging each camper to discover and 
unleash his or her potential and appreciate people and 
customs of other cultures, current and past.  

Each year, at the end of the MacJannet Camp 
session,  Mr. Mac ceremoniously unveiled an Honor 
Shield that listed the names of various campers for 
“most progress in” each of the many camp activities 
such as crafts, sports, drama and languages.  Listed 
first on the shield, however, was the “Best All Around 
Camper.” (Former camper Robert Hollister, now dean 
of the Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service 
at Tufts, achieved that distinction each year that he at-
tended the camp.) 

At the center of the camp lodge, a unique shield 
proclaimed the “Camp Code” that articulated the high 
Victorian moral values instilled in the campers and 
recognized in the shields. Each Sunday morning, the 
camp assembled for a non-denominational service 
that included a brief sermon on one of the values in 
the Camp Code. But the message also came through 
in the daily activities, songs and ordinary interactions 
of campers and staff.The medieval tradition of honor 
shields

Each MacJannet honor shield is unique in style, 
shape and design, but they echo the shields that prob-
ably originated in mid-eleventh-century knights’ 
tournaments in France and spread throughout Europe 
as military honors and coats of arms.  These medieval 
shields came into use about the time the Prieuré was 
built, or possibly a century later. 

Regardless of their 
origins, the shields (or 
escutcheons) became 
symbols of honor in the 
medieval era, and their 
popularity increased 
along with the popular-
ity of the tournaments.  
By 1400 CE, bearing 
shield with a coat of 
arms was a prerequi-

Camp Shields Liineup: 
 Honored names of 
summer veterans

Chalet Four in ’54: MacJannet Campers and current 
trustees Tony Cook and George Halsey on the left. 

Overseer Gary Friedman sitting front right.
Hiking up La Tournette: 

 Mr. Mac liked to lead

Learning French: 
“Most Improved” 

could mean less than 
perfect.

site to participation in 
a tournament. In the 
early medieval period, 
most coats of arms were 
assumed by the bearers 
and not “granted” by any 
authority. King Richard 
I of England (“the Li-
onhearted”) changed his 
coat of arms from two 
lions combatant (or a lion 
rampant) to three gold 
leopards (or lions passant 
guardant).   
 
A Renaissance for the 
MacJannet Honor Shields 
 
Many successful chari-
table and educational organizations honor their bene-
factors by listing their names on a professionally 
designed “Wall of Honor” or other memorial that 
complements the architectural style and ambiance 
of the building where it is installed.  Creating such a 
memorial for the Prieuré is one of several important 
projects under discussion for many years and now due 
for realization.  The challenge is to design a memorial 
of intrinsic architectural quality that will enhance the 
Prieuré without conflicting with its ambiance. At the 
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THE PLEIN AIR PAINTER
Re-Discovering Suzanne Lanse

The late Suzanne Lansé  of Talloires 
was  a well-known landscape painter of 
the Haute Savoie and a devoted friend 
of Donald and Charlotte MacJannet. 
It is estimated that the artist created at 
least 700 paintings over her 60-year 
career (she died in 2003 at the age of 
101), and that her plein air-style can-
vasses are now in the hands of owners 
in at least ten different countries. Dur-
ing the MacJannet Foundation’s June 
2004 meeting at the Prieuré, a small 
committee, chaired by Grace Billings, 
was asked to research the whereabouts 
of her extensive art oeuvre. The Foun-
dation members felt that it was incum-
bent upon them to preserve Lansé’s 
legacy by creating a record of her 
beautiful work.

Since this project began two years 
ago, at least 100 of Lansé’s paintings 
have been photographed and the own-
ers identified, often with accompany-
ing stories about their provenance or 
acquisition history. To assist in this 
task, the Foundation enlisted the help 
of Corinne Chorier, a conservator at the 
Conservatoire d’Art et d’Histoire in An-
necy, who knows Suzanne’s work well. 
Suzanne donated numerous paintings 
to the Conservatoire over the years and 
the museum has mounted more than one 
Lansé retrospective, including a major 
show in 1998.

Corinne is very enthusiastic about 
the continuing effort and gratified that 
so many of Lansé’s works have been 
located. If the committee succeeds in 
locating even more of the Lansé oeuvre, 
public awareness of the artist’s con-
tribution to our visual memory of the 
Annecy region in the 20th Century will 
be further enhanced. 

If you own or know of someone 
who owns a Suzanne Lansé painting, 
the Lansé committee would very much 
appreciate hearing from you. Please 
contact Grace Lee Billings at CRX-
VALMER@AOL.COM or 193 Beacon 
Street #4, Boston, MA 02116 USA.

MacJannet Camp Code

Clean Thoughts

     As a person thinks, so is he.*

Clean Speech

    Words betray the mind within.

Clean Habits

   The body clothes the soul.

Work Hard

   Lest others have to bear your load.

Play Fair

   All upright men despise a cheat.

and

Self Respect

   is one of life’s great goals.

* Proverbs 23:7

“Le Buillard,” the boat house 
of Chateau de Duingt

Fond du Lac from Angon

La Tournette Seen from the 
Road to St. Germain

same time, the design must 
accommodate additional 
names that will be added in 
future years.  

One idea suggested 
by several people, includ-
ing MacJannet Foundation 
President Willard Snyder, is 
a revival of the MacJannet 
tradition of creating a unique 
“Honor Shield” each year. 
Under this plan, the existing 
shields would be profession-
ally restored and mounted 
in a fashion reflecting qual-
ity and permanence, such as 
the professionally designed 
Walls of Honor. The restora-
tion may be accompanied by 
an effort to recapture all the 
past names on the Shields 
both at the Prieuré as well 
as those currently in private 
hands and preserve them 
digitally on the MacJannet 
Foundation’s website. Such 
a renaissance of the Honor 
Shield would honor not only 
benefactors, but possibly stu-
dents attending the Tufts in 
Talloires program each year. 

— George Halsey
















